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Rhône for now and later
This year we are offering 2017 wine en primeur from two estates, undoubtably our 
rising stars, Domaine des Amadieu and Yann Chave. Note that Yves-Jean Houser 
will be present at our January tasting in Winchester and Yann Chave’s wines will be 
available to sample. For full details of the tasting and en primeur sales terms and 
condition, please refer to the 2017 Burgundy en primeur list.

 Secondly, we also offer wine from the Rhône for current drinking with a discount. 
Ever since we won the International Wine Challenge awards for Rhône Specialist 
merchant of the year in 2004 and 2005, we have kept travelling to the region every 
year. We have built up stock which we would like to see reduced now in order to 
make some space to buy some more!  
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2017 En Primeur
Prices below are exclusive of Duty and VAT

Domaine des Amadieu, Cairanne
What a transformation the domaine has seen since Yves-Jean Houser took over in 
2007. In just over a decade he has managed to become the spearhead of this young 
and exciting Cru from the Southern Rhône. After praise from Richard Hemming MW 
who covers the region for jancisrobinson.com, we sold vast quantities of his delicious 
wine last year, so I was waiting eagerly to try the new vintage. Yves-Jean was in good 
spirit, his 2016 being sold out and his 2017 resting in good shape in the winery. 

After another mild winter and an early spring, the region just managed to escape 
the extensive frost damage seen in France in 2017, but a sudden rise in temperature 
during flowering caused  widespread coulure.  Grenache is very sensitive to this 
condition causing poor set of fruit and resulting in reduced numbers of berries on the 
vine. It is interesting to note that if coulure provokes lower yields it can often have a 
positive effect on quality and promote concentration. The summer was very dry and 
moderately hot for the region, the harvest started early and the fruit was of very good 
quality. Yves-Jean normally seeks to reach 35 hectolitres per hectares so less than the 
38 authorised in the AOC, but he only managed 27hl/ha in 2017. If the quantity isn’t 
here, the quality definitely is.      

Cairanne Blanc, Haut de Beauregard
Case £147.00  Code AMB617  (Delivery expected in the autumn 2019)

Roussanne, Clairette, Grenache Blanc and Viognier barrel fermented and raised in a 
mix of stainless steel tank, one or two year old barrels previously used for Condrieu 
and even an amphora; I have seen these in many cellars from Burgundy to the Rhône, 
as winemakers experiment with the similar micro-oxygenation properties as an oak 
barrel without flavours which would be conferred by contact with wood. The result 
is often a wine with less fat and more tension. The palate is dominated by stone 
fruit, ripe yellow peaches and hints of apricot, with almond and vanilla. Amazingly 
textured and complex, it finishes with notes of honey. 2019-2022

Cairanne, Vieilles Vignes
Case £129.00  Code AMB317  (Delivery expected in the autumn 2019)

This year the blend differs slightly with less Grenache (40%) and more Mourvèdre 
(30%) with 20% Syrah and 10% Carignan; about 15% goes into old barrels. To be 
assembled in a few months time. 

Tank sample. Dark near opaque. Raspberry and blackberry, attractive texture with fine 
tannins and very good persistence. Such a beautiful mouthfeel; Yves-Jean talks a lot 
about the quality of the tannins, and thinks it is the most important part of his work. 

The Syrah, in 225 litre barrel, should bring black fruit and a good tannic frame. 
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Yann Chave, Mercurol
Yann is now widely recognised as one of the best winemakers in the region, and his 
2017 once again was amongst the 5 best Hermitage or Côte-Rôtie 2017s chosen by 
Richard Hemming MW on jancisrobinson.com. 

May and June were mild as well in the north with a fair amount of rain, overall rather 
uneventful and without mildew pressure. July and August were hot and very dry but 
not as much as during the last great heatwave of 2003. This fine weather promoted 
healthy grapes, and Yann was able to completely stop spraying by the end of July. 
The harvest started on 10th September, 10 days earlier than the norm. Even with the 
dry weather, Yann managed to produce a perfectly acceptable quantity of wine with 
yields somewhere between 40 and 45 hectoliters per hectares. 

In terms of profile, his 2017s are fresher and have less tannins than in the great 
vintage of 2015 but more structure than the 2016s which was very round and 
approachable. 2017 somehow sits in between the last two vintages, more balanced, 
with riper tannins and attractive flesh.  

All wines are certified organic. 

Crozes-Hermitage
Case £144.00  Code CHA117  (Delivery expected in the autumn 2019)

Dark, near opaque. Dark fruit dominates the nose and follows through to the palate 
with ripe blackberries along notes of chocolate and hints of coffee. Note this is an 
unoaked wine, the secondary flavours coming through are due to the maturity of the 
Syrah in this vintage. 2019-2024

Crozes-Hermitage, Le Rouvre
Case £201.00  Code CHA217  (Delivery expected in the autumn 2019)

From 55 years old vine and aged for 12 months in new, one and two year old demi-
muids, 600 litre barrels. Tasted from tank. Dark fruited nose slightly tarry. Far more 
fruit intensity here; blackberries along with accents of red fruit. Ripe and supple, with 
vanilla in the background, a silky lovely texture and a long finish. 2020-2027

Hermitage 
Case of 6 bottles £288.00  Code CHA317

Aged for 12 months in new demi-muids. Tasted from tank. Opaque. More oak 
influence with coffee aroma and notes of liquorice. Big mouthful, lots of mass with 
fine grained tannins, such an amazing texture. The dark fruit lingers on with hints of 
cacao, ripe and immediately appealing, 

2021-2033 

“Cask sample. Tasted blind. Tar, leather and liquorice on the nose, then gorgeously 
succulent fruit that ranges from bramble to cherry to plum - great complexity. Finely 
furry tannin on the finish, and attractive black-pepper spice. Less austere than many 
Hermitage. 17/20. Drink 2023-2033”, Richard Hemming MW tasted 5th November 
2018, jancisrobinson.com.
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Rhône Offer
Prices below include Duty and VAT and are ready for immediate delivery. 

Domaine Le Couroulu, Vacqueyras
We have been long admirers of the domaine du Couroulu (named after the Curlew 
adorning the label) so we were pleased to see them being written up in such a good 
light by Richard Hemming MW, for the Wines of the Week on jancisrobinson.com, 
30th November 2018

“Le Couroulu, Cuvée Classique or Vieilles Vignes Vacqueyras

Of the 972 Rhône wines I tasted this autumn, only eight made my shortlist to 
feature as wine of the week - and all of them were made by Le Couroulu in 
Vacqueyras.

There are other domaines whose wines scored as highly, and indeed higher - but 
they are usually already well-known and almost invariably expensive. There are 
other domaines who make great wine but in quantities too small to be easily 
found, and others still who make one very good wine but several other duds.

Whereas Le Couroulu delivers the WOW holy trinity: affordability, availability 
and dependability.

They produce two Vacqueyras reds, labelled Cuvée Classique and Vieilles 
Vignes. I tasted the 2017 vintage of both wines blind and scored them 17. I then 
tasted the three preceding vintages of both cuvées at the domaine, and gave all 
but one of them at least the same score or higher. Hence I am recommending 
either bottling from any vintage. (Our tasting notes database reveals that Jancis 
has also rated their wines highly).

So much for the reasoning, but what of the wine itself? Both are based on 
Grenache, the beating heart of the southern Rhône, which gives the pure, rich 
red fruit that has made Châteauneuf so popular. Both also have at least 25% 
Syrah that adds black fruit flavours as well as something more peppery. The 
concentration of that fruit varies with each vintage, with the cooler 2014 offering 
a lighter, more herbal quality that I especially liked. (I purchased a bottle of the 
2014 Vieilles Vignes and opened it this week for verification purposes).

They are savoury, gastronomic and satisfying, with the full weight and muscular 
structure of the southern Rhône, but effortless balance too, and a sense of freshness 
that is frequently missing from a region that too often pursues power above all.

They are as thoroughbred as good Châteauneuf-du-Pape without trying so hard 
to impress and come at much better prices. The Vieilles Vignes costs a few quid 
more, for which you get more concentration and perhaps greater ageability, but 
not a categorically ‘better’ wine. Both are authentic, traditional styles that will 
tick all the boxes for lovers of southern Rhône reds.” Richard Hemming MW, on 
jancisrobinson.com 30th November 2018
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Domaine Le Couroulu, Vacqueyras, Cuvee Classique, 2013, 13.5%
Bottle with 10% off £15.26, Case with 15% off £172.89 Code COW113

Old-fashioned southern Rhône, about 65% Grenache, 20% Syrah and 15% 
Mourvèdre: forest fruit aromas preface an open, supple and juicy mouthful of 
raspberries and blueberry. Velvety, with splendid depths and subtle spice. Now-2020

Domaine Le Couroulu, Vacqueyras, Cuvée Classique, 2014, 13.5%
Bottle with 10% off £15.75, Case with 15% off £178.50 Code COW114

About 60% Grenache, with Syrah and Mourvedre. Red-fruited nose, but more black 
fruit on the palate with a pinch of pepper. Silky and appetising - approachable. Now-
2020

Domaine Le Couroulu, Vacqueyras, Cuvee Vieilles Vignes, 2013, 14%
Bottle with 10% off £19.35, Case with 15% off £219.30 Code COW313

The Vieilles Vignes bottling is a very special Vacqueyras. Just 8,000 bottles, from 
about two-thirds 60-year-old Grenache and one third Syrah. Intense mass of heated 
black fruit with meaty, savoury elements. Very powerful - with promise for further 
development. Now-2023

Domaine Le Couroulu, Vacqueyras, Vieilles Vignes, 2014, 14%
Bottle with 10% off £20.66, Case with 15% off £234.09 Code COW314

The low yielding old vines clearly performed as well as ever in 2014, with perhaps a 
little more freshness and softer tannins than usual. Sweet black fruit with pepper and 
touch of vanilla, a correct tannic structure with the wine’s trademark savoury tone - 
think meatiness. Now-2023

Domaine du Joncier, Lirac
Marine Roussel is a champion of biodynamic and organic viticulture and all her 
cuvées are certified by both organisations. Her wines always show amazing ripeness 
and texture. It is also worth pointing out that the land in Lirac is by no means 
homogenous. Marine’s vineyards are on the best terroir, marked by the same “galets 
roulés” as those of Châteauneuf-du-Pape just across the Rhône. 

Domaine du Joncier, l’O, Côtes du Rhône, 2016, 13.5%
Bottle with 10% off £11.48, Case with 15% off £130.05 Code JON216

L’O not for water but purity in this unoaked, organically and biodynamically farmed 
and hand-harvested Grenache from 45 year old vines. All raspberries and cherries, 
energetic, backed by soft tannins. Now-2020

Domaine du Joncier, Lirac, Le Classique, 2014, 14.5%
Bottle with 10% off £14.85, Case with 15% off £168.30 Code JON114

About 55% Syrah with Grenache, Cinsault and Carignan and, all from older vines and 
best parcels on the galets terraces. Black fruit and a hint of chocolate. As usual this 
has the estate’s trademark flesh and power. Now-2022 
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Domaine des Amadieu, Cairanne

Domaine des Amadieu, Côtes du Rhône Villages, 2015, 14%
Bottle with 10% off £11.25, Case with 15% off £127.50 Code AMB115

70% Grenache and 30% Syrah, dark-fruited, vital, dense and fleshy. Now-2022 

Domaine des Amadieu,Cairanne, Vieilles Vignes, 2015, 14%
Bottle with 10% off £14.85, Case with 15% off £168.30 Code AMB115

“Full-bodied, richly concentrated fresh juice, with remarkable intensity and length. 
Perfectly balanced acidity, fruit and alcohol, all in a crunchy tannic shell. Long 
finish. Lively and drinkable, but concentrated and full of bright fruit impact. Balance, 
harmony and finesse. 2017-2021, 92/100”, Matt Walls in Tim Atkin MW 2015 Rhône 
report.

Domaine Jérôme Gradassi, Châteauneuf-du-Pape 
Jérôme, 50 years old, was the boss and chef of a Michelin starred restaurant, L’Isle 
Sonnante in Avignon, until he sold it in 2003 to take up a mere 3½ hectares of vines 
left to him by his grandfather. He has since taken on a further 2 hectares from his 
family. The vineyards are planted to about 75% Grenache and the rest Mourvèdre, 
with a little Syrah. These are all on the north side of the town, along the road to 
Orange, where the soils tend to be based on clay and sand and show few of the 
famous pudding stones. As Jérôme notes, these cooler soils are less prone to drought 
and tend to produce an elegant style of Châteauneuf - “plus sur la finesse que la 
puissance” - with (by modern standards) moderate alcohol levels. He thinks his wine 
drinks well young, but there’s no doubt it has the stuffing to last well too. Although he 
farms organically, Jérôme can’t face the cost of certification. In the cellar it’s all very 
traditional - into old stone tanks for the vinification, then a short ageing in old barrels. 

Domaine Jérôme Gradassi, Châteauneuf-du-Pape, 2014, 14.5%
Bottle with 10% off £21.38, Case with 15% off £242.25 Code GRD114

“Sweet, spicy start. A very comfortable, relaxed, unforced wine with considerable 
charm. For early drinking though. The tannins are pretty light but the acid balance is 
good. 17/20, Drink 2020-2028” Jancis Robinson MW, 18th November 2015.

Domaine Jérôme Gradassi, Châteauneuf-du-Pape, 2015, 14.5%
Bottle with 10% off £23.85, Case with 15% off £270.30 Code GRD115

“Only medium depth of a colour more ruby than crimson. Meaty nose with really 
jewelly richness. Very savoury and well balanced. Good lift and rosy sweetness. Long 
and very satisfying already. GV, 16.5/20, Drink 2018-2027” Jancis Robinson MW, 
19th November 2016.



7

Domaine Monier-Perréol, St. Desirat
Monsieur Monier is highly regarded amongst the biodynamic producers in France. 
Officially retired, he is slowly letting his sons taking over the estate, but he is in 
boilersuit every time I visit. We offer two reds. Both are 100% Syrah, destemmed after 
12 hours cold soak, then given a temperature-controlled fermentation before spending 
12 months in barrel. The straight Saint Joseph comes from 30 year old vines near the 
cellar and goes into 3-5 year old barrels. The low-yielding production of Terre Blanche 
(40% new oak, “chauffe moyenne” - medium toast - all aged naturally for seven 
years) derives from limestone/clay parcels on more steeply pitched vineyards. 

Domaine Monier-Perréol, Saint Joseph Rouge, 2014, 12.5%
Bottle with 10% off £19.35, Case with 15% off £219.30 Code MOP514

Biodynamically farmed. Bittersweet, juicy and crunchy, finely textured, with delicate 
acidity and hints of vanilla and spice, this is just so correct in its fragrance and grace. 
Now-2022

Domaine Monier, Saint Joseph, Terres Blanches, 2014, 12.5%
Bottle with 10% off £23.36, Case with 15% off £264.69 Code MOP114

Early days, but a wine of such finesse, melding vanilla and clove oak aromas with 
silky blackberry fruit. Now-2024

Domaine Pichat, Vérenay 
Stéphane Pichat is beginning to build a name for himself, both in France and here, 
where Rhône authority John Livingstone-Learmonth rates his wines highly. He doesn’t 
seek to make oaky blockbusters, seeking instead a more traditional style showing 
finesse and moderate alcohol. 

Domaine Pichat, Viognier, IGP Collines Rhodaniennes, 2016, 13%
Bottle with 10% off £18.86, Case with 15% off £213.69 Code PID816

It’s almost mean to describe this lovely, weighty wine as poor man’s Condrieu, but 
that is what it is; from vines on the same schistous soils as Condrieu and aged in 
barrel for nine months. Superb, lightly oaked northern Rhône Viognier: creamy 
apricot and peach with a hint of vanilla and satisfying depth. Now-2019 Limited stock

Domaine Pichat, Syrah, Vin de France, 2016, 13% 
Bottle with 10% off £15.75, Case with 15% off £178.50 Code PID116

The lightly oaked Syrah, from young vines within the Côte Rôtie appellation (so it 
could legally be sold as Côte Rôtie) is an oh-so-drinkable example of lowish alcohol, 
pure, fine, northern Rhône Syrah - with just a little mocha accent from the barrels. 
Now-2022
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Domaine Pichat, Côte Rôtie, Champons, 2012, 13% 
Bottle with 10% off £31.50, Case with 15% off £357.00 Code PID312

Domaine Pichat, Côte Rôtie, Champons Champon’s lies in the northern, schistous 
sector of the appellation. Silky cherry and raspberry fl avours, with very supple 
tannins. There’s a fi nesse to this which is immediately appealing, but it has taken on 
lovely mass too. Superb example, drinking perfectly. Now-2024

Domaine Pichat, Côte Rôtie, Champons, 2015, 13.5%
Bottle with 10% off £33.75, Case with 15% off £382.50 Code PID315 

“Dense cassis and blackberries suggest hints of surmaturité, alongside pink 
peppercorn and dried herb elements. The tannins are very ripe and the acidity fresh 
and lively, giving a long, balanced fi nish. 91/100 Drinking Window 2020 - 2029” 
Blind tasted by Gearoid Devaney MS, Simon Field MW, Matt Walls at Decanter 
magazine’s February 2018 issue Northern Rhone 2015 Panel Tasting, 31 Oct 2017

Yann Chave, Mercurol

Yann Chave, Crozes-Hermitage, 2014, 13%
Bottle with 10% off £17.06, Case with 15% off £193.29 Code CHA114

Unoaked Syrah of splendid colour, ripeness and concentration: blackberry and 
blueberry with a touch of blackcurrant, very supple and fragrant and a fresh fi nish. 
Now-2020 Limited stock

Yann Chave, Crozes-Hermitage, Le Rouvre, 2014, 13.5%
Bottle with 10% off £22.46, Case with 15% off £254.49 Code CHA214

From Yann’s best parcels on very stony land to the south, this is one of the top wines 
of the appellation: ripe blackberry and black cherry with a touch of vanilla and dark 
chocolate, superb tannins, supple and silky. Now-2023 Limited stock
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